
 

 

 

 

April 10, 2019 
To: The Board of Reining Australia 
 
 
The National Reining Horse Association has organized itself in a manner that allows affiliates to 
grow and operate worldwide while maintaining the traditions and respect the sport deserves.  
 
To help and allow affiliates to function and grow in these countries, NRHA has supported a program 
to allow international affiliates to be recognized as National Association Affiliates. Once an 
international affiliate has operated in accordance with NRHA rules and policies for a minimum one 
year, they can apply to achieve that status and accept the related responsibilities. If after a year an 
affiliate is still operating well and wants to take the next step, they can apply to become part of the 
International Affiliate Program (IAP). Once an affiliate has taken this step, they will be given certain 
responsibilities and opportunities above the other affiliates in the country. NRHA has outlined the 
responsibilities of an IAP and NRHA’s support of IAPs in the Handbook as follows: 
 
Page 8 of the 2019 NRHA Handbook: 
Section 2. NRHA International Affiliate Program Rights and Responsibilities:  

(a) The National Association may elect to establish a joint membership between the 
National Association Affiliate and the NRHA.  
(b) All Reining events will be NRHA approved.  
(c) All records will be maintained in the official NRHA database.  

Section 3. In support of the International Affiliate Program, NRHA will agree to the following:  
(a) Recognize the NAA as the organization to govern and lead the sport of Reining on a 
national level within that country.  
(b) Provide support to NAAs, as approved by the NRHA Board of Directors and published in 
the International Affiliate Program policy.  
(c) Authorize that protests originating within a respective country be adjudicated by the 
NAA for that country. The appeals process will be to the Executive Committee.  
(d) The NAA may take other action such as prohibiting the member from attending or 
competing in events hosted by the NAA, provided that such action is handled in accordance 
with the NAA’s bylaws.  
(e) Authorize the NAA to make recommendations on all show approvals within that 
country.  
(f)Maintain historical and database records for participating International Affiliate Program 
NAAs and to provide that information upon request.  

 
The above pertains to all affiliates worldwide who are in the International Affiliate Program. Like 
other rules found in the Handbook, NRHA stands behind each of these statements with support of 
all NRHA members being the priority.   
 
Further, the agreement of affiliation defines the relationship between NRHA and every affiliate. In 
the NAA addendum and the IAP agreement, we have additional expectations that are established. 
We have attached Reining Australia’s 2019 signed agreement of affiliation in addition to the 
addendum and IAP agreement. 
 
Over the course of the last few weeks we have been made aware of a couple different situations. I 
have addressed those situations below so we can communicate clearly and directly. 



 

 

 

 

 
We have been made aware of an NRHA approved event coming up in Australia that many NRHA 
members are looking to attend. Some of those members are no longer members of Reining 
Australia. We have been told that Reining Australia is requiring that those NRHA members also 
need to be current Reining Australia members. Otherwise per Reining Australia, they will not be 
allowed to compete. NRHA does not have a provision in its rules to uphold this requirement; only 
the organization hosting the event can require a specific membership. NRHA rules in terms of 
allowing members to compete do supersede any of those of an IAP. The IAP is always welcome to 
notify NRHA if they feel there is a problem with a particular member, and NRHA will take it forward 
for review.  
 
On a related topic, if Reining Australia revokes or suspends a member per its bylaws or 
constitution, please notify NRHA of this action. That notification should contain the exact action 
taken by Reining Australia, the reasons why this action was taken, the process that was followed, 
and a copy of the related affiliate bylaws. Once we have this information formally, we can go to the 
Executive Committee for approval to follow Reining Australia’s actions for NRHA events.  
 
At this time Southern Cross Reining Horse Association is not an affiliate of the National Reining 
Horse Association. If they were to submit an affiliate application, we would inquire with Reining 
Australia on their thoughts of this affiliate to take to the Affiliate Committee and then on to our 
Executive Committee and Board for final review. The only exception to this would be if the affiliate 
is already listed as a Reining Australia affiliate on your website, then we would move forward 
without inquiring. It is important to note however that unless a country’s government mandates 
that every NRHA affiliate in the country be a member and follow the constitution of the NRHA IAP 
(Reining Australia), NRHA does not mandate that every affiliate or every member be a member of 
the IPA (Reining Australia) (see NRHA NAA Addendum point 2b). They can simply be an affiliate of 
NRHA and be members of NRHA in order to compete in NRHA classes. If there is a government rule 
that says otherwise, we would ask for you to share that information with us.  
 
Regarding future event approval application for events occurring in Australia but not hosted by 
Reining Australia: The IAP does have the right to review and recommend approval or denial on any 
event occurring within their country of residence. NRHA will make you aware of the application and 
take your recommendation to the proper body for review as to whether the event will be or will not 
be approved.  
 
We understand that many of these items are time sensitive and we want to look at all angles of the 
situation.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Samantha Oldfield 
Senior Manager of Competition and Education and European Liaison  
National Reining Horse Association 
            


